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heavy work). Thus an impairment which
does not preclude heavy work (or very heavy
work) would not ordinarily be the primary
reason for unemployment, and generally is
sufficient for a finding of not disabled, even
though age, education, and skill level of
prior work experience may be considered ad-
verse.
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AUTHORITY: Sec. 7(b)(1), Pub. L. 94–547 (45
U.S.C. 231f(b)(1)).

SOURCE: 47 FR 7656, Feb. 22, 1982, unless
otherwise noted.

§ 221.1 Introduction.
This part explains the factors in-

volved in deciding whether the Social
Security Administration or the Rail-
road Retirement Board will pay bene-
fits to a railroad employee, and his or
her eligible family members, both be-
fore and after the employee’s death.
The agency that has jurisdiction over
the payment of benefits also has juris-
diction of the applicant’s medicare cov-
erage (see part 270 of this chapter). The
Board is responsible for making this
decision.

§ 221.2 Railroad Retirement Board ju-
risdiction.

(a) Life cases. The Board has jurisdic-
tion to pay monthly benefits to each
living employee who has completed at
least ten years (120 months) of cred-
itable service under the Railroad Re-
tirement Act, and to his or her eligible
spouse. Creditable service is described
in part 220 of this chapter.

(b) Death cases. The Board has juris-
diction to pay monthly benefits or
lump-sum death benefits to eligible
survivors of a deceased employee, when
the deceased employee has at least ten
years (120 months) of service that is
creditable under the Railroad Retire-
ment Act and a current connection as
described in part 216 of this chapter.
Lump-sum death benefits are described

in part 234 of this chapter. The Board
also has jurisdiction to pay any resid-
ual benefits that may become payable
at the death of an employee. Residual
benefits are described in part 234 of this
chapter. The Board retains jurisdiction
to pay any residual that may be pay-
able even after jurisdiction has been
transferred to the Social Security Ad-
ministration as described in § 221.3.

§ 221.3 Social Security Administration
jurisdiction.

The Board transfers jurisdiction
(railroad service and compensation
credits earned by the employee which
the Social Security Administration
considers in determining benefits pay-
able) to the Social Security Adminis-
tration when—

(a) Life and death cases. A living or
deceased employee has less than 120
months of service that is creditable
under the Railroad Retirement Act; or

(b) Death cases. A deceased employee
has at least 120 months of service that
is creditable under the Railroad Retire-
ment Act (see part 220 of this chapter)
but does not have a current connection
with the railroad industry as described
in part 216 of this chapter.

§ 221.4 When a jurisdiction decision
may be reversed.

The Board may reverse a jurisdiction
decision whenever evidence is received
by the Board indicating that the origi-
nal decision was incorrect.
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